
REGULAR MEETING 

TOWN OF BOZRAH 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISION 

December 12, 2019 

 

Chairman Stephen Seder called the regular meeting of the Town of Bozrah Planning and Zoning 

Commission to order at 7:30 PM, at the Bozrah Town Hall, on Thursday, December 12, 2019. 

 

Members present:  Stephen Seder (Chairman), Scott Barber (Vice Chairman), Manny 

Misarski, Steve Gural, Seymour Adelman (alt.), Steve Coit (alt.). 

 

Members absent:  Nancy Taylor, Frank Driscoll (alt.). 

 

Others present:  Carl Zorn (First Selectman), Glenn Pianka (Board of Selectmen), Sam 

Alexander (Town Planner/SCCOG), Ray Barber (resident), Mark 

Reynolds (Reynolds Engineering Services), Jordan Hyde (resident), 

Janet Blanchette (J&D Civil Engineers), Rocco Sabatino (Pelletier 

Builders), Chris Jewell (Collins & Jewell Co.), Paul Papathanasiou), 

Robert Varney (B&R Auto), Robin Varney (B&R Auto), Asif Choudry 

(business owner). 

 

 

Chairman Stephen Seder called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. Chairman Seder 

appointed Steve Coit (alt.) to sit in place of Nancy Taylor. 

 

1.  Review and approve the minutes of the November 14, 2019 regular meeting and public 

hearings. 

 

Scott Barber made a motion to approve the minutes of the first public hearing as 

presented. Manny Misarski seconded the motion. 

VOTE 4/0/1– MOTION APPROVED 

 

Scott Barber made a motion to approve the minutes of the second public hearing as 

presented. Manny Misarski seconded the motion. 

VOTE 4/0/1– MOTION APPROVED 

 

Scott Barber made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting, with the 

addition of naming three properties called out for correction in the October meeting 

minutes. Manny Misarski seconded the motion. 

VOTE 4/0/1 – MOTION APPROVED 

 

2.  Review correspondence pertaining to agenda items. 

 

The Commission was in receipt of two new applications, and has received all files related 

to those applications. 

 

3.  Hear the Report of the Zoning Enforcement Officer. 

 

The Commission reviewed the report provided by the Zoning Enforcement Officer. Scott 

Barber noted that he would like the addresses of properties stated for all properties 



receiving or that may be receiving enforcement orders. Chairman Seder stated that he 

would like to have the Zoning Enforcement Officer present at meetings. 

 

4. Old Business. 

 

a. #09-00-19. Kurt Reynolds, Gifford Lane (08/005-B): Application for Resubdivision 

(one lot). Applicant wishes to reconfigure a reserved drainage area to make a vacant lot 

buildable. 

Sam Alexander reminded the Commission that the public hearing on this application is 

closed, and the Commission could not receive or discuss any new testimony. Sam 

Alexander reminded the Commission that unseated alternates could not deliberate. Sam 

Alexander asked Steve Gural if he was confident enough to proceed with deliberations, 

having read the minutes of last month’s hearing and regular meeting, and reviewed the 

record. Steve Gural stated that he was confident to proceed. 

 

Chairman Seder asked the Commission if members were ready to act. Members generally 

agreed. Sam Alexander reiterated that there appeared to be concern in November that the 

proposed easement was not a satisfactory replacement for the extant easement. Sam 

Alexander explained that the Commission could choose to act in either direction; and it 

sounds like a decision to deny would be based on the fact that the application does not 

satisfactorily demonstrate buildability of the lot without interfering with the existing 

easement area. Sam Alexander reiterated that the Commission could act however they 

choose. Chairman Seder stated that the attorney is comfortable with how the application 

has been handled. Sam Alexander suggested taking an informal read of the Commission 

and their feelings on approval and denial. Members stated their feelings on the 

application. Steve Gural stated he would abstain. 

 

Scott Barber made a motion to deny application #09-00-19, by Kurt Reynolds of 49 

Gifford Lane, for one lot resubdivision, lot 5-B of assessor’s map 8, Gifford Lane, for the 

reason that the applicant has not demonstrated ability to build a house and septic system 

without interfering with the town’s rights to its extant easement area. 

VOTE 4/0/1 (S. Gural abstained) – MOTION APPROVED 

 

5. New Business. 

 

a. #12-00-19. Three and an Apple, LLC (Bozrah Pizza), Salem Turnpike (19/007): Site 

Plan. Construction of 10,500sf building containing a restaurant and office space, parking, 

and other site improvements. 

 

Mark Reynolds, P.E. (Reynolds Engineering Services) gave a presentation of the Site 

Plan for Bozrah Pizza. Mark Reynolds mainly focused on changes to the plan since the 

previous application and answered questions from the Commission. There is now only 

one access, per request from the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CT DOT) 

District 2; The building is slightly smaller than previous, there are 70 restaurant seats and 

three rental office spaces; Building architecture is slightly different; Lighting remains the 

same; The pedestrian access remains the same; There is now an overflow stormwater 

detention basin; There are now three catch basins (instead of 5); Infiltration system 

remains the same capacity despite less impervious area; The septic system location and 

well location remain the same; Outdoor seating is adjusted consistent with changes to the 

building layout. Mark Reynolds answered questions about traffic. There are 24-foot 

aisles. Parking is adequate for the restaurant and office spaces. 



Mark Reynolds explained that he recently received a letter from CT DOT District 2 

indicating approval. The letter is in-transit to the Commission. Mark Reynolds explained 

that he is in the process of getting preliminary approval letters from the Connecticut 

Department of Public Health regarding the Non-Transient Non-Community public water 

system and the septic system. 

 

Sam Alexander explained that the application will be referred back to the Town Engineer 

to make sure his comments on the past plan are adequately addressed in the new plan. 

The Commission discussed access and traffic direction. Mark Reynolds and the client 

will consider directional arrows or signage to control traffic, with the idea that traffic 

could be controlled to go clockwise around the building rather than having multi-

directional traffic. 

 

Chairman Seder asked about access to Mr. Betten’s land behind the proposed building. 

There will be a 50-foot strip for a future driveway, and Mr. Betten will maintain grading 

rights over the western edge of the property. The Commission recommended referring the 

application again to the Fire Marshall. 

 

b. #12-01-19. Collins & Jewell Co., 3 Rachel Drive (04/057-2): Site Plan. Construction in 

four phases of 105,600sf building for manufacturing, parking, and other site 

improvements. 

 

Janet Blanchette, P.E. (J&D Civil Engineers) presented a Site Plan for Collins & Jewell 

Company. Janet Blanchette went over zoning requirements, including building height, 

which are met by the plan. The site has well drained soils. Gas and municipal water is 

available. The site will be served by a septic system. Janet Blanchette and Rocco 

Sabatino (Pelletier Builders) answered questions from the Commission. 

 

The size of the “phase 4” building addition will be reduced so that the overall building 

size is under 100,000sf. This was done so as not to trigger Office of the State Traffic 

Administration (OSTA) review. There will be employee parking in front and back. A 

truck entrance will be to the north. Trailer parking will be in back. The site will be lit by 

building lighting and pole-mounted lighting, all lighting will be downcast type. The 

stormwater system design is extremely important. Efforts were made to not increase 

peak-flow runoff to the Driscoll and Susquetonscut Brooks. Each detention basin 

includes pre-treatment to improve stormwater quality. Each basin is designed to drain 

dry. Collins & Jewell received approval from Uncas Health District for a septic system. 

The approval letter has been submitted.  

 

The Bozrah Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission determined that the proposal 

is “not a regulated activity”. All proposed activity is roughly 120 feet or more from a 

wetland or watercourse. All comments by the Town Planner and Fire Marshall are 

currently being addressed. Janet Blanchette asked about phasing of the erosion & 

sediment control bond. Sam Alexander stated that he did not foresee an issue doing 

separate bonds for each of the four construction phases, but explained that the Zoning 

Enforcement Officer will have the final say. There will be only about 3,000sf of office 

space. The building will be heated. The “phase 4” addition will be at a lower grade, but 

the roofline will remain consistent with other phases. 

 

 

 



c. B&R Auto: Informal discussion regarding change of use. 421 Salem Turnpike. 

 

Robert Varney explained that he plans to reopen the former “Mimmo’s” service center at 

421 Salem Turnpike to house his auto repair facility and used car dealership. He 

presented pictures of the site showing where he proposes parking cars. Robert Varney 

received location approval from the Zoning Board of Appeals in November. He is 

required to also receive approval from the Zoning Enforcement Officer and Fire 

Marshall. 

 

The building currently has a residential tenant above the facility. Robert Varney 

answered questions from the Commission about site access. He agreed to make efforts to 

improve vehicle turning where vehicles exit onto South Road so as to reduce the risk of 

accidents. 

 

6. Approve 2020 meeting schedule. 

 

The Commission approved the 2020 meeting schedule by general consensus, making the 

decision also to change the meeting time from 7:30pm to 7:00pm. 

 

7.  Public comment period. 

 

Glenn Pianka (Board of Selectmen) asked about the process for an OSTA permit. Sam 

Alexander explained that CT DOT could require mitigation, borne by a developer, of 

potential traffic issues (e.g.: paying to install a traffic signal) on nearby state roads. 

 

8.  Review general correspondence.  

 

There was none. 

 

9.  Such other business as the Commission may vote to hear. 

 

The Commission discussed the standing policy for fee in lieu of open space. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Samuel Alexander (acting secretary) 

Town Planner/SCCOG 


