TOWN OF BOZRAH
1 RIVER ROAD
BOZRAH, CT 06334
Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission
Telephone: (860) 889-2689 ● Fax: (860) 887-5449
April 15, 2021
To:

Town of Bozrah Residents and Officials

Re:

Draft Open Space Plan and Public Hearing May 6th

The Town of Bozrah Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission (IWCC) is pleased to announce a
release of its draft “Open Space Plan” and public hearing date of May 6th at which the Commission will
accept verbal and written comments on the plan.
Since early 2020, the IWCC has undertaken development of an Open Space Plan. The Open Space Plan
began as a simple assessment and cataloguing of Bozrah’s natural resources, and grew to become an
articulated vision for the IWCC to better act in its “Conservation” capacity, which includes organizing,
maintaining, and directing conservation activities, including the use of the existing “open space fund” in
Bozrah.
The draft Open Space Plan is available for viewing and download from the Town of Bozrah webpage:
https://www.townofbozrah.org/. The Plan establishes concise and pragmatic objectives intended to drive
forward land conservation efforts, with a focus on conservation of unique and ecologically important
features, attracting outside investment, and consistency with the Plan of Conservation and Development
A public hearing will be held Thursday, May 6th at the outset of the regular meeting of the IWCC. That
public hearing will begin at 7:00pm and will be adjourned at 7:30pm, in order to accommodate the rest of
the IWCC meeting agenda. If more time is needed for the public hearing, it will be continued to a later date.
The meeting will be held over the Zoom teleconference/videoconference online platform. Instructions are
below.
Public Hearing Information
Zoom Teleconference/Videoconference
Thursday, May 6th
7:00pm. Hearing will adjourn at 7:30pm and may be continued to a later date.
Join via web: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89163856998
Join via phone: +1 (929) 205-6099 | Meeting ID: 891 6385 6998 | No password
Testimony/Comments: Direct pre-hearing testimony and comments to Sam Alexander (consulting town planner),
Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments | salexander@seccog.org |
860-912-6859 | 5 Connecticut Avenue, Norwich, CT 06360.
Format:
Date:
Time:
Zoom Link:

Sincerely,

Scott Taylor
Scott Taylor, Chairman
Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission
Enclosure:

FAQ Document
Draft Open Space Plan

TOWN OF BOZRAH
1 RIVER ROAD
BOZRAH, CT 06334
Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission
Telephone: (860) 889-2689 ● Fax: (860) 887-5449
Frequently Asked Questions
Town of Bozrah Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission Draft “Open Space Plan”

Q: Why did the IWCC undertake this planning effort?
A: The Bozrah Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission has two roles defined by State Statute: the
“Conservation Commission” and the Inland Wetlands Agency. The IWCC’s Conservation Commission
role (Connecticut General Statutes Section 7-131a) allows it to plan for natural resource and open space
protection, and shepherd open space acquisition efforts in the Town. The Open Space Plan provides the
logical foundation for doing that.
Q: What’s the relationship of this plan to the Plan of Conservation and Development?
A: From the outset, it was very important to the IWCC to ensure that the Open Space Plan was expressly
consistent with the Plan of Conservation and Development (adopted 2015). The Plan of Conservation and
Development contains a number of open space/conservation-focused objectives, which are carried
forward in the Open Space Plan. When the Plan of Conservation and Development is updated in 2025,
work done as part of the Open Space Plan will very likely play into it.
Q: Is the Town planning on spending lots of money on open space?
A: No. Considering the fact that Bozrah is a small town and any appropriation of money will have an
impact on tax-paying citizens, the Open Space Plan has a strong focus on attracting grant funding and
investment from non-profit land trusts. The Town also has an existing “conservation fund”, funded with
“fee in lieu of open space” charges from subdivisions of land. This fund was used in the past for Maples
Farm Park.
Q: What does the plan mean by “open space”?
A: Open space generally refers to undeveloped land, whether publicly accessible or not, that is
permanently preserved in an undeveloped, natural, or agricultural state. Land may be preserved by the
Town, the State of Connecticut, or a non-profit land trust, acquiring the land for such purpose, or by one
or more of those organizations purchasing a restrictive easement on the property; this is also known as
acquiring “development rights”.
Q: Can the Town or a land trust just “take” land for open space?
A: No. If the Town or another organization, such as The Nature Conservancy, is interested in acquiring
land or development rights, it would follow the same voluntary process as any other real estate
transaction.
Q: Is the goal to allow public access to all future open space land?
A: It depends. The goal for every parcel of future open space will be different. It will depend on its
context, the presence of certain species and natural resources, its size and proximity to neighbors, and the
wishes of the seller. Some parcels of open space could contain trails, like Maples Farm Park.
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1. INTRODUCTION
“Open space” can be defined as any land left in an
undisturbed, undeveloped, or agricultural state.
“Preserved open space” is open space land that is
owned for the purpose of permanent preservation or
on which there is a deed-restriction, held by a missiondrive body such as a government or land trust, for the
purpose of permanent preservation.
The State of Connecticut and local governments across
the state allocate money to preserve open space, with
the goals of preserving aesthetics and community
character, protecting valuable natural resources,
saving agricultural soils, mitigating risk to natural
hazards, or providing opportunities for recreation.
Operating across the state as well are land trusts, nonprofit organizations with a defined mission of holding
land in preservation.

Common goals of open space acquisition:
 Protect valuable natural or agricultural
resources
 Preserve aesthetics and community
character
 Mitigate risk to natural hazards
 Provide opportunities for recreation,
typically passive recreation, or water
access

The Value of an Open Space Plan
The Bozrah Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission (IWCC) is charged with planning for and
managing conservation efforts, including open space planning in Bozrah, as provided by ordinance
adopted November 15, 1972.
The IWCC undertook the creation of this plan in early 2020, with the goal of creating a concise and
pragmatic document, which included an inventory of natural assets and direction for the Commission.
The primary value of this plan lies in the development of policies and priorities that will give guidance
to the IWCC’s future open space efforts and efforts by partners, such as land trusts or Connecticut state
agencies.
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Planning Process

December
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The planning process for this open space plan was public-facing in spite of challenges created by the
COVID-19 pandemic. From the beginning, the IWCC sought to make the plan compact, simple, easy to
implement, and transparent. Results of the citizen survey and meeting minutes from the public workshop
and public hearing are located in the appendix.

Meeting of the IWCC:
Citizen survey available:
Meeting canceled:

June

Site visit to Town-owned "Mineral Spring":

TBD

Meeting of the IWCC:
Citizen survey available:
Public workshop:

TBD

Public hearing:

TBD

Plan adoption:
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Plan of Conservation and Development
This open space plan was developed to support, rather than conflict with, with the 2015 Plan of
Conservation and Development (POCD). It may also be incorporated into a future revision to the POCD.
The POCD reveals that increasing the quality and quantity of open space is a priority; this plan will help
move that forward, specifically through plan recommendation #9 of the POCD (page 28).
POCD Questionnaire (pages 22-23)









Rank-order preference for land uses to be encouraged are as follows: Agriculture, Commercial,
Residential, Industrial, and Recreation.
In planning for open space, Bozrah should: preserve wildlife corridors (34.6%), preserve agriculture
land (28.3%), provide hiking, and outdoor activities (26%), create structured recreation areas (9.1%),
none (2%).
Preferred methods of preserving open space: private funds and gifts (55%), developers’ set-asides
(22.9%), town funds (16.3%), none (5.8%).
What people “like best about Bozrah” is: rural character (44.8%), friendly people (18.1%), scenery
(15.2%), convenient travel to jobs (8.5)%, followed by, ”access to local officials” and “Schools” tied with
(6.7%).
What people “liked least about Bozrah” is: the lack of a Library, lack of a Bank, lack of trails, and lack of
teen recreation.
The most mentioned future problems or challenges that Bozrah will face are perceived to be: traffic,
balanced growth, maintaining the town’s rural character, and establishing a town green.

Community Development Goals (page 25)






“Retain Bozrah’s rural character outside of the designated higher density growth areas…”
“Protect the natural resources of Bozrah, including specific attention to surface and ground waters.”
“Support improvements and expansion of the town park & recreation facilities.”
“Promote the expansion of recreational trails along the Yantic River.”
“Support the continuance and expansion of Agriculture activities.”

Plan Recommendations (pages 26-28)






“This background information also identifies other natural resource assets such as the Yantic River. This
resource can provide additional recreation opportunities which can further enhance the quality of life
for town residents and visitors.”
“Another significant resource that review and analysis highlights is the areas of prime agricultural soils
in town along with various existing small and large agricultural activities. Agricultural activities not only
add to the character of the town but also to its economic base. Providing opportunities for new
endeavor’s as well as for the expansion of existing agriculture activities is important. Identification of
significant agricultural areas and potential preservation approaches should be undertaken.”
Plan Recommendation 9) Promote a coordinated conservation program for sensitive natural resources
in conjunction with the Inland Wetland and Conservation Commission.
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Municipal Bodies and Existing Roles Related to Open Space
Conservation
The IWCC will be the entity primarily responsible for implementing this plan because, while certain
decisions will gain final approval from another body such as the Board of Selectmen or Town Meeting, the
IWCC will be the originator and champion of most efforts.
Inland Wetlands &
Conservation Commission








Drafts and maintains and pushes progress on the Open Space Plan.
Originates town-led conservation projects.
“Cheerleads” and assists projects of outside entities.
Works with other boards/commissions in conservation-related topics.
Manages the Open Space Fund.
Provides opinions to Planning & Zoning regarding open space
dedication, or fee-in-lieu, for subdivisions.

Board of Selectmen





Proposes annual budget.
Enters into contracts with funding agencies.
Enters into or cooperative agreements with other entities (e.g. a land
trust for maintenance of a parcel).

Agricultural Commission




Advocates for agriculture-producer-friendly policies.
Assists landowners with agricultural preservation efforts and grants.

Maples Farm Park Commission



Maintains the important community resource that is Maples Farm
Park.

Recreation Commission



Manages public recreation programs and facilities.

Planning & Zoning Commission





Adopts Plan of Conservation and Development (updated 2015).
Update zoning regulations to reflect goals of the POCD.
Approves subdivisions, coordinates with IWCC on subdivision open
space or fees in lieu of open space.

Gardner Lake Authority



Controls and abates environmental-quality issues at Gardner Lake.
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2. RESOURCE INVENTORY
Bozrah’s Natural Context
The Town of Bozrah sits on the southern end of the Windham Hills, a physiographic region of eastern
Connecticut, north of the Coastal Slope. The Windham Hills are gently rolling drumlins, thick in glacial till,
which was deposited by the Laurentide Ice Sheet. The southern end of Bozrah, near the Town’s boundary
with Montville, sits on the Honey Hill Fault, which generally forms the boundary between the Windham
Hills and the Coastal Slope. This is also the area where the Mohegan Range of short hills cuts east-west
across eastern Connecticut.
The Town of Bozrah is part the broader “Southern New England Coastal Plains and Hills” ecoregion of the
Northeastern Coastal Zone of the United States. Also characterized by its glacial history and short, rolling
hills, the ecoregion, which encompasses eastern Connecticut, much of Rhode Island, and parts of eastern
Massachusetts, displays mainly hardwood forests, now dominated by oak.

Topography
Bozrah’s topography is gently rolling. Its hills are mostly north-south-oriented drumlins; large deposits of
glacial till. The highest point in town is Scott Hill, 540 feet, with numerous other hills over 500 and 400
feet. The lowest point is about 120 feet, at the Norwich town line, along the Yantic River. The Bargy Ledges
are a significant topographic feature in the southern part of town, north of South Road. This is an area of
dramatic relief, where high hills drop hundreds of feet over talus slopes. See Map 2 in Appendix.

Geology
Bozrah is mostly comprised of metamorphic bedrock; bands of gneiss and schist that generally run northto-south, except in the southern part of town. There is also a band of igneous gabbro bedrock that runs
north-to-south in the western section of town. The previously mentioned Honey Hill Fault is part of the
Iapetus Suture. This is an area where the plates of the prehistoric Avalonia microcontinent and Iapetus
Ocean collided hundreds of millions of years ago. See Map 3 in Appendix.

Hydrography
The Yantic River is the largest watercourse in the Town of Bozrah. The Yantic River flows west to east
across the northern section of Bozrah, from its origin in the Town of Lebanon, and eventually to Norwich,
where it meets the Thames River estuary. Most of the town is eventually drained by Yantic River, while a
portion of southern Bozrah drains to the south, toward Trading Cove Brook and eventually into the
Thames River. See Maps 4 and 5 in Appendix.
PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT
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The largest waterbody in Bozrah is Gardner Lake, which straddles the tri-town corner of Bozrah, Salem,
and Montville; Bozrah’s shore on Gardner Lake is over one mile long. The lake is 529 acres in area, and
has a maximum depth of 36 feet. Gardner Brook drains Gardner Lake, running from the far southwest
corner of town to the northeast corner, meeting the Yantic River.

Soils
Bozrah’s soil profile is a result of its glacial history, topography, hydrography, geology, and flora. Soil
impacted the historical development of town and still impacts development today. Soils also dictate forest
type to a large extent. There are 58 distinct soils types in the Town of Bozrah, as identified by the United
States Geological Survey (USGS). These soils types have specific characteristics—for example, certain soils
are better than others for agriculture or storm water filtration—attribute determined by parent material
and particle size. See Maps in Appendix.
There are about 1,860 acres of Prime Farmland Soils, as identified by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). There are about 1,335 acres of
Statewide Important Farmland Soils, as identified by the Connecticut Department of Agriculture. Together
these soils categories account for about one quarter of the land and water area in Bozrah.
Wetlands soils, regulated by the Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission, empowered by the
Connecticut Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act (IWWA), are poorly and very poorly drained soils, as
well as floodplain and alluvial soils. The IWWA also requires local regulation of watercourses with
continual and intermittent flow. Wetlands are important habitat for native plants, animals, and aquatic
species; they also provide flood protection. Significant wetland areas in Bozrah include Dark Swamp near
Gager Road and a wetland created by a “Stark’s Mineral Spring”, also referred to as “Medicine Spring” or
“Indian Spring”. This spring is owned by the town in a small land-locked open space parcel.
In the floodplains of Bozrah’s rivers and streams are aquifers comprised of sand, gravel, and other
alluvium, sediment evidence of glacial recession. These aquifers may have depths up to 100 feet. Some
aquifers contain high-quality water, while others are valuable industrially for sand or gravel.

Flora
Bozrah’s forests are mainly deciduous and dominated by oak, like much of eastern Connecticut. Sandier
soils also contain eastern white pine, while stream corridors may also contain eastern hemlock. Forested
wetlands in Bozrah feature colorful red maple and some Atlantic white cedar.
Bozrah’s topography and fertile hills influenced the town’s road network. It happens that roads and land
ownership occurred in such a way as to leave several large forest blocks, larger than is seen in many of
the surrounding towns. These “core forests” exist between Wawecus Hill and Bishop Hill Roads, between
Caroline Road and Bozrah Street, and between Hough and Bashon Hill Roads, among others.
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Bozrah Today
According the Town’s 2015 POCD, Bozrah underwent a 270-person—over 11%—positive change in
population between 2000 and 2010. Please refer to the POCD for a more detailed context on Bozrah’s
recent growth patterns and overall development goals for the future.

Development Patterns and Zoning
Bozrah is primarily composed of open land and single-family homes; however, for a small town, it does
possess a strong industrial and commercial base. Industrial development is concentrated primarily on
Stockhouse Road; commercial development is concentrated in Fitchville and on Salem Turnpike (Route
82). Fitchville remains the geographic and civic focal point of the town.
The majority of Town is zoned for low-density residential and agriculture. Reflecting current development
patterns, Bozrah’s zoning seeks to retain a New England mill village aesthetic with a mix of uses in
Fitchville, grow the Town’s industrial base along Stockhouse Road and in Gilman, and support additional
commercial development along Salem Turnpike.

Open Space Inventory
This section breaks open space land into four categories: fee land owned for the purposes of preservation;
land on which there is a restrictive conservation easement; land gaining tax benefits from “PA-490”, and;
perceived open space that is not permanently protected.
Fee Land
The Town of Bozrah owns a number of properties allowing public access. These include three public parks
for passive recreation: Maples Farm Park, which hosts the farmers’ market and has a network of trails,
the River Trail, which has a linear path along the Yantic River, and space at Town Hall for picnicking and
waterfront access to Fitchville Pond, along with the Vietnam War Memorial. Fields Memorial School and
Bozrah Rec Field have ball fields and playground equipment. Remaining town owned land includes
cemeteries, open space dedications from subdivisions, and the “Mineral Spring” or “Indian Spring”
property, which is the location of a mineral spring important to local Native Americans and which later
supplied water to a bottling company.
The State of Connecticut owns two large, publicly accessible wildlife management areas, which allow
seasonal hunting, in Bozrah. Bear Hill Wildlife Management Area is 365 acres of fields and forests, located
centrally in Bozrah on Bear Hill Road. Bartlett Brook Wildlife Management Area is primarily located in
Lebanon but includes 125 acres of recently logged forest on Stanton Hill Road. The State of Connecticut
also owns Hopemead State Park, which is partially in Bozrah, partially in Montville, bordering Gardner
Lake. Hopemead State Park has short walking trails leading to historic foundations.
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Easements
A number of farms in Bozrah are protected by conservation easements, purchased by the Connecticut
Department of Agriculture (DoAg) and/or the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). These include a number of farms on Brush Hill and Blue Hill Roads,
in northern Bozrah, and on Wawecus Hill Road in eastern Bozrah. In all, about 980 acres are protected;
the fourteenth-most of any town in Connecticut and about 7.5% of the total acreage of Bozrah.
PA-490
In 1963, the State legislature passed Public Act 490 to provide for assessment of farm, forest, maritime
heritage, and open space land based on its current use value, rather than fair market value, for tax
purposes. The intent of PA-490 is to slow the conversion of farm, forest, open space, and maritime
heritage land by reducing its financial burden to the owner. In the event that such land is sold within ten
years of its inclusion under the law, the municipality is able to recapture a portion of lost taxes.
The open space provision of PA-490 is administered
differently, or not even implemented at all, in each
municipality, while the other provisions are guaranteed by
law to owners of active and productive farm, forest, and
maritime heritage land, after application to the Town
Assessor. In Bozrah, differential valuation of open space is
granted to the excess acreage—any acreage greater than
the minimum requirement in a zoning district—on any
property throughout town.

Acres of PA-490 Farm Land

472

Acres of PA-490 Forest Land

696

Acres of PA-490 Open Space

7,003

Total in 2020

8,171

Perceived Open Space
The majority of the land in Bozrah is privately held and may be subject to land use change based on the
allowed uses for that property under the zoning regulations. In the majority of town, vacant land may be
converted to single-family homes and few other uses are allowed.
Bozrah is home to two large campgrounds, Odetah Camping Resort and Acorn Acres Campground, 420
and 108 acres, respectively. These two properties are kept in a state or relatively low development but
are not subject to any permeant protection. Similarly, Revelation Church owns a former Boy Scout camp
at Tadma Pond. This is a largely forested, 342-acre property that is not subject to any deed restrictions on
future development. Lastly, Woodmen Farm Association, which is a homeowners’ association
representing a number of private residences on Gardner Lake, owns considerable undeveloped lake
frontage and adjacent forest.
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3. OPEN SPACE STRATEGY
This section lays the foundation for future open space efforts by the IWCC. The IWCC should pursue
continuous progress on this plan
Vision Statement
Consistent with the Town’s goals for growth enshrined in the Plan of Conservation and Development,
Bozrah’s natural, agricultural, historic, and scenic landscapes, which immeasurably contribute to its
residents’ high quality of life, will be preserved for generations to come.

Future Efforts of the IWCC
The IWCC will pursue and support open space conservation efforts as laid out in this chapter.
A) Take an active role in conservation
1. Solicit interest from owners of large or otherwise important tracts of land, particularly in
targeted areas.
2. Educate owners on benefits of conservation, different mechanisms, and financial benefits, such
as tax write-offs for bargain sales/donation.
3. Communicate with land trusts, such as Avalonia Land Conservancy or The Nature Conservancy
about options for conservation and those organizations’ interest in the property.
4. Communicate with CT DEEP about the Department’s interest in the land as a State Forest, State
Park, Wildlife Management Area, or other property.
5. Apply for grant funds for conservation and assist with pre-requisites, such as appraisals.
6. Acquire land or easement, or support acquisition by a land trust or the State, with the goal of
minimizing costs to the town and maximizing benefits to the public.
7. Take an active role in soliciting interest in conservation by publicizing open space success stories
and participating in events such as CT Trails Day.
8. Make the case for an annual budgetary appropriation to the existing open space fund.
B) Support conservation actions by others
1. Communicate town priorities for open space to land trusts, CT DEEP, and others potentially
operating in Bozrah.
2. Write letters of support for land trusts applying for state, federal, and other grants.
3. If appropriate, financially support or support through in-kind services conservation actions by
others in town.
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C) Support the sale of open space from past subdivisions with little ecological or community value.
1. Determine the feasibility and break-even points for selling existing properties with little public
value.
2. Consider whether or not those properties could be used as part of a future corridor or provide
access to a larger future open space property.
3. Work with the Board of Selectmen to sell properties with funds directed into the Open Space
Fund.
4. Work with the PZC to reevaluate the policy for open space set asides in subdivisions and the
current fee-in-lieu of open space requirement. Are the rates too high or too low?

Areas and Corridors of Interest
The IWCC has identified landscape features and natural corridors that, if permanently preserved would
provide an immense public and ecological benefit. The list is not exhaustive, but offers an idea of the
direction that open space planning could take.
Key Landscape Features



Arable Land


Bargy Ledges and the Honey Hill Fault
Line
Tadma Pond

Large tracts of currently farmed land, not
yet protected

Riverine Corridors
Areas of Ecological Importance









Dark Swamp (off Gager Road)
Large swamp east of Gifford Lane

Areas of Scenic Importance



Open land that provide vistas from local
roads
Stone walls lining roads

Yantic River
Gardner Brook
Trading Cove Brook (upper)
Trading Cove Brook (lower)
Pease Brook

Large Forest Blocks


Land in and around the “Mineral Spring”
parcel off Bozrah Street

Connections


Open Space corridors that include
connections to Maples Farm Park
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Acquisition Priorities
The following criteria were developed by the IWCC to use in evaluating possible purchase of land from
the open space fund or purchase by a partner organization. Scoring properties considered for
conservation will also demonstrate value to granting agencies. Properties are intended to be scored based
on the expected end goal of the property.
Mainly passive recreation and/or preservation of habitat and natural/cultural features:
1. At-risk of development/easily developable
2. Does not create conflicts with zoning designation/other land use goals
3. Low cost of completion (trail building, remediation, invasive species, etc.)
4. Contributes to an existing/planned corridor
5. Adjacent to important body of water
6. Protects aquifers or wetlands
7. Is a scenic area/area of natural significance
8. Contains a historic/cultural resource
9. Important habitat (NDDB, core forest, etc.)
10. Will help preserve the character of its district
11. Other environmental factors (farmland soils)
12. Size of parcel (1 = <5ac., 2 = 5 - 50ac., 3 = >50ac.)
13. Other:
TOTAL:
Farmland preservation:

/39
Score: 0 - 3

1. At-risk of development/easily developable
2. Does not create conflicts with zoning designation/other land use goals
3. Is in active use/can easily be put back into active use
4. Farmland soils (Prime/Statewide Important/other)
5. Historic/cultural significance
6. Will help preserve the character of its district
7. Intersecting considerations (water quality, habitat, scenic, etc.)
8. Size of parcel (1 = <5ac., 2 = 5 - 50ac., 3 = >50ac.)
9. Other:
TOTAL:
Parcel allowing mainly passive, but some active recreation, picnicking, etc.:
1. Low cost of completion (equipment, construction, remediation, etc.)
2. Fills a community need
3. Adjacent to population, schools, etc.
4. Historic/cultural significance
5. Will help preserve the character of its district
6. Size of parcel (1 = <1ac., 2 = 1 - 5ac., 3 = >5ac.)
7. Other:
TOTAL:

PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT

Score: 0 - 3
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4. FUNDING SOURCES AND PARTNERS
A variety of grants exist from the State of Connecticut and the Federal Government, and more infrequently
from non-profits, that can provide aid to the Town of Bozrah, direct to landowners, or to land trusts for
open space conservation efforts. Bozrah’s open space efforts should be fiscally constrained and make the
best use of grants, funding commitments from partner organizations and agencies, and in-kind volunteer
time.

Local Sources of Funding
Open Space Fund (IWCC Directs
Funds)

The Open Space Fund is made up of fee-in-lieu of open space dedications
from subdivisions. The fund may also receive money from the municipal
budget. The Open Space Fund may be used for fee simple or easement
purchase of open space land. Maples Farm Park was purchased and
developed using the Open Space Fund.
-Town uses funds for open space purposes, such as purchase of
land/easement.

Farmland Preservation Fund

The Farmland Preservation Fund is currently in the municipal budget. The
fund would be used for fee simple or easement purchase of agricultural
land, or cost-sharing or other matches, including surveys and appraisals, for
State/Federal/non-profit farmland preservation programs.
-Town uses funds for farmland preservation purposes, such as purchase of
land/easement.

State Sources of Funding
Includes Federal funds administered by State agencies or incorporated in State programs
Open Space and Watershed
Land Acquisition Fund (CT
DEEP)

PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT

Fee simple land acquisition. Funds for municipalities, water companies, and
land trusts to acquire land in seven priority areas: (1) recreation, forestry,
fishing, conservation, wildlife, natural resources; (2) prime natural features;
(3) habitat for threatened/endangered species; (4) relatively undisturbed,
native ecological community; (5) water quality conservation; (6) local
agricultural heritage, and; Class I or II watershed land.
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-Grant program. Partially funds land/easement purchase by town/land
trust/water company.
The Recreation and Natural
Heritage Trust Program (CT
DEEP)

Fee simple or easement land acquisition initiated by the property owner.
Land must possess one or more of the following attributes: (1) high-quality
recreation opportunities, either active or passive; (2) a resource offering
conservation to a unique, natural area or protection of a species considered
threatened, endangered, or of special concern, or; (3) an example of a
prime, natural feature of the Connecticut landscape.
-State purchases land/easement when property becomes available for sale
or following request from landowner.

Recreational Trails Program (CT
DEEP)

Planning, design, land acquisition, construction, construction administration,
and publications for bikeways, walkways, and greenways as well as for
equipment and trail amenities, such as parking lots, toilet buildings, signs,
and benches.
-Grant program. Partially funds trail projects by a town or non-profit.

Farmland Preservation
Program (CT DoAg)

Easement acquisition initiated by the property owner; fee simple
acquisitions is rare. The goal of the Farmland Preservation Program is to
“establish a food-and-fiber producing land resource base, consisting mainly
of prime and important farmland soils, that will ensure local availability of
fresh farm products and help agriculture to remain an important part of the
state’s economy.”
-State purchases land/easement following request from landowner.

Land and Water Conservation
Fund (CT DEEP)

Fee simple land acquisition and facility development at the discretion of the
Department. The program provides funding for recreation planning,
acquisition of lands and waters, and facility development.
-Targeted State acquisition of land/easements.

Forest Legacy Program (CT
DEEP)

Easement acquisition initiated by the property owner; fee simple
acquisitions is rare. The goal of the program is to protect working forest land
that provides protection of water quality and habitat, forest products,
opportunities for recreation, and other public benefits.
-State purchases land/easement following request from landowner.

Federal Sources of Funding
Community Forest Program
(USDA, USFS)

PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT

The Community Forest Program seeks to preserve forest land threatened by
development, for economic, educational, environmental, and recreational
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benefits, and for forest management demonstration projects.
-Grant program. Partially funds land purchase by town or non-profit.
Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program; Healthy
Forest Reserve Program;
Regional Conservation
Partnership Program

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) administers a variety of
programs in Connecticut, providing financial assistance for agricultural
management, wildlife habitat conservation, water quality and watershed
protection, and other environmental projects.
-Federal government purchases land/easement following request from
landowner.

(USDA, NRCS)
Long Island Sound Futures Fund
(DOI, FWS)

The Long Island Sound Futures Fund funds coastal and riverine conservation
projects, including wetland protection and restoration.
-Grant program. Partially funds land purchase by town or non-profit.

North American Wetlands

The two U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service grants authorized under the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act are intended for the protection and
enhancement of wetlands and uplands associated with migratory birds.
-Grant program. Partially funds land purchase by town or non-profit.

Conservation Act Standard and
Small Grants (DOI, FWS)

Non-profit Partners Dedicated to Conservation
Resource Organizations
Connecticut Land Conservation
Council (CLCC)

The CLCC provides resources to land trusts and municipalities, such as
model conservation easements and other documents, best practices
documents, and studies.

Organizations Owning/Managing Open Space
Avalonia Land Conservancy

Avalonia has a large portfolio of properties in the towns of Griswold,
Groton, Ledyard, North Stonington, Preston, and Stonington; however,
Avalonia has recently redefined its focus area to include the twenty-two
municipalities represented by the Southeastern Connecticut Council of
Governments. Avalonia recently closed on a large property in Montville,
which it acquired using, in part, OSWA funds.

Connecticut Audubon Society

The Connecticut Audubon Society is an organization focused on education,
advocacy, and conservation of bird species, including habitat conservation.

PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT
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The Connecticut Audubon Society owns a 233-acre preserve, the Morgan R.
Chaney Preserve, in Montville.
Connecticut Forest & Park
Association (CFPA)

CFPA has established a state-wide system of “blue-blazed” hiking trails and
also owns several conservation easements and properties, including the
Whitney Forest in Lebanon.

Eversource Energy

The Eversource Land Trust is owned by Eversource Energy. The four
properties owned by the land trust include the 13-acre Bartlett Cove
property in Waterford. Eversource Energy also owns a 330-acre parcel in
Brooklyn and Pomfret, which allows public access including hiking and
hunting.

Joshua’s Trust

Joshua’s Trust has its headquarters in Mansfield and its focus areas is
primarily in the upper Shetucket River valley; however, with four properties
in Lebanon and one in Franklin, it is conceivable that Joshua’s trust may
expand its focus further south into Bozrah.

New England Forestry
Foundation (NEFF)

NEFF is an organization that operate throughout New England, including in
Connecticut. NEFF recently completed an acquisition in East Lyme at the
headwaters of the Niantic River, with plans to acquire additional properties.

The Nature Conservancy (TNC)

TNC is a national, conservation-focused organization; one of their main
priorities is protecting land and water resources. TNC has owns a number of
large properties in Connecticut, including the 300-acre Milo Light preserve
in Montville, on the town Bozrah town boundary.

Trust for Public Land (TPL)

TPL is a national organization whose mission is to “create parks and protect
land for people, ensuring healthy, livable communities for generations to
come.” The TPL has been a major funding partner in a number of projects in
New London County, including preservation of 301 acres of forests and field
on Darrow Pond in East Lyme.

PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT

as of
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APPENDIX
Resource Maps

1. Topography
2. Geology
3. Hydrology
4. Water Quality and Aquifer Potential
5. Soil Parent Material
6. Farmland Soils
7. Soil Drainage Class
8. Wetland Soils
9. Forested and Wetlands Landover
10. Farms and Agricultural and Transitional Landover
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